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2 Please direct questions about All Ages Programs to 
reference@bloomingtonlibrary.org unless an alternate email address is provided.

Nomad Theatre Presents HERStory
Saturday, March 28 . 9:30am – 12:30pm
Sunday, March 29 . 1:30 – 4:30pm . Throughout the library 
Women’s History Month comes alive during this unique, immersive pop-up 
event! Local playwrights and actors from Nomad Theatre will perform scenes 
involving famous women throughout history. Performers will be stationed 
throughout the library on both floors, and they’ll be ready to teach you about 
these incredible women. Directed by Kathleen Kirk. 
The live production portrayals of Claudette Colvin and Tammi Terrell 
complement the library’s Bloomington Reads programming series and its 
spotlight title The Supremes at Earl’s All-You-Can-Eat. Learn more about 
Bloomington Reads on pages 14 – 15.
Questions about this program can be sent to childrensstaff@bloomingtonlibrary.org.

Hide-n-Seek: Bookmobile Edition 
Sunday, April 12 . 2 – 4pm . Secret Location
The Bookmobile is “hiding” somewhere in Bloomington! Your job is to use 
posted clues to help you find the mobile library at its secret location. 
Those who successfully locate the Bookmobile and climb aboard will receive a 
small prize in celebration of National Library Week (April 19-25). 
Clues will be posted to the Bookmobile’s social media channels in the days 
leading up to April 12.
Questions about this program can be sent to circulation@bloomingtonlibrary.org.

Meet the Seed Library 
April 20 – May 17 . All Bookmobile Stops
The Bookmobile is starting its very own 
‘Seeds on Wheels’ Seed Library! Visit any of the 
library’s Bookmobile stops to learn about this 
new service and to take home a plant starter kit. 
(Kits will be available while supplies last).
Visit bit.ly/bookmobilesched to view the 
Bookmobile’s schedule.
Questions about this program can be sent to circulation@bloomingtonlibrary.org.

Pins and Needles: A Fiber Arts Celebration 
Saturday, April 25 . 2 – 4pm . Normal Public Library
Whether you’re a needlework novice who’s thinking about a new hobby or a 
seasoned crafter who is looking for new techniques, this program will allow 
you to explore the world of fiber arts with demonstrations of spinning, knitting, 
crocheting, quilting, cross stitch, embroidery, and more! Experienced artisans 
and representatives from local craft shops and fiber guilds will answer your 
questions as you learn about new fiber arts tools and materials.
Additionally, the Fix It Friday Repair Shop will also be in attendance, so bring 
something from your wardrobe that needs a little attention! (Fix It Friday offers 
basic sewing, mending, and clothing repair at no cost. Learn more about the 
Fix-It Friday program at bit.ly/fixitfridayisu.)

The Wonderful Works of Women
February 23 – March 14 . All Bookmobile Stops
Visit any of the library’s Bookmobile stops to play a matching game that 
celebrates the accomplishments of women throughout history. This game is in 
honor of Women’s History Month.
Visit bit.ly/bookmobilesched to view the Bookmobile’s schedule.
Questions about this program can be sent to circulation@bloomingtonlibrary.org.

B/N Modern Quilt Guild 
Exhibit Opening & Reception
Saturday, March 7 . 1 – 4pm . Community Rooms 1 & 2
Celebrate the opening of the Bloomington/Normal Modern Quilt Guild quilt 
exhibit during this meet-and-greet event.

BPL On-the-Go Pop-Up Series
March 10 & 21; April 11 & 29; May 23 & 28
Designated Bookmobile Stops
Have you heard about Bloomington Library’s new On-the-Go vehicle? BPL 
On-the-Go allows library staff to travel to offsite locations, bringing with 
them library programs and services.
The vehicle will be following the Bookmobile to select stops where you can 
check out the On-the-Go vehicle while our staff provide fun tech activities 
and crafts (while supplies last). 
The On-the-Go vehicle will travel with the Bookmobile to the following stops:
. Eagle Creek - Tuesday, March 10, 5:30 – 6:45pm
. Viking Brews - Saturdays: March 21, April 11, May 23; 10:15 – 11:30am
. Bohmer - Wednesday, April 29, 5:30 – 6:45pm
. Wingover - Thursday, May 28, 5:30 – 8pm
Questions about these programs can be sent to techprogramming@bloomingtonlibrary.org.

Count the Clovers Scavenger Hunt
March 16 – April 4 . All Bookmobile Stops
Visit any of the library’s Bookmobile stops and test your luck as you hunt for 
	 four-leaf clovers hidden on the Bookmobile. Once you’ve located all 
	        the four-leaf clovers, see the Bookmobile driver to receive a small 
c	          completion prize.
	           Visit bit.ly/bookmobilesched to view the Bookmobile’s 
	 schedule.
Questions about this program can be sent to circulation@bloomingtonlibrary.org.



3 *Registration Required

Macrame Plant Hanger*
Saturday, May 2 . 11am . Community Room 3
Create a charming piece of handmade décor in 
this beginner-friendly workshop! Participants 
will learn basic macramé knots and techniques 
so they can make a mini plant hanger, perfect 
for small pots or air plants. All materials will be 
provided, and no prior experience is required.
Beginning April 18, registration can be 
completed online at bit.ly/macrame0502. 
Registration is limited to 15 participants.

Prairie Fire Theatre Presents
Quack-a-Doodle-Doo
Saturday, May 16 . 10am . Community Rooms 1 & 2
Prairie Fire Theatre’s Children’s Opera presents Quack-a-Doodle-Doo, a 
40-minute operatic romp that looks at how to reach out and talk to people, 
how to make a plan, and why community matters.
Questions about this program can be sent to childrensstaff@bloomingtonlibrary.org.

Day of the Child/Day of the Book 
Sunday, April 26 . 2 – 4pm . Normal Public Library
The Bloomington and Normal public libraries are teaming up to celebrate 
reading during El día de los niños/El día de los libros (Day of the Child/Day of 
the Book) at Normal Public Library (206 W College Ave)! Enjoy arts and crafts, 
snacks, bilingual story time (in Spanish and English), music, and more! 
No registration is required for this free public event.
Questions about this program can be sent to childrensstaff@bloomingtonlibrary.org.

.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  
El día de los niños/El día de los libros 
Domingo, 26 de abril . 2 – 4pm . la Biblioteca Pública de Normal
¡Las bibliotecas públicas de Bloomington y Normal se están uniendo para 
celebrar la lectura durante El día de los niños/El día de los libros en la 
Biblioteca Pública de Normal (206 W College Ave)! Disfruta de manualidades, 
bocadillos, cuentos bilingües (en español e inglés), música y mucho más!
No se requiere registración para este evento público gratuito. 
Las preguntas sobre este programa se pueden enviar por correo electrónico al Sr. Jesse 
a childrensstaff@bloomingtonlibrary.org.

Houseplant Swap 
Saturday, May 2 . 11am – 12pm . Library Patio
Plant lovers are invited to bring to the library’s patio any plants, cuttings, and 
seeds to share, and then take new plants home. Attendees will have an 
opportunity to introduce plants to their new parent and share information such 
as the plant’s name and its light, soil, and water preferences. If attendees have 
extra pots or plant supplies to share, bring those as well.



4 Please direct questions about Children’s Programs to 
childrensstaff@bloomingtonlibrary.org unless an alternate email address is provided.

Fun Friday Story Time 
Fridays . 10am . March 6, 13, 20 & April 3, 10, 17, 24
Children’s Program Rooms 1 & 2
Swing by on Fridays for 30 minutes of music, movement, giggles, and great 
stories! This playful and engaging story time is perfect for kids — from birth to 
age 11 years — and their grown-ups, too. Whether you’re wiggling to a song or 
diving into a magical tale, there’s something for everyone. Come join the fun 
and make Friday your favorite day of the week!

Sensory Story Time   
Saturdays . 10am . March 7, April 4, May 2
Children’s Program Rooms 1 & 2
This inclusive story time offers stories, songs, and sensory-focused activities 
for children of all ages and abilities! After story time, stay for sensory play and 
socialization. Intended as a safe space for children with autism, this program is 
also open to siblings, caregivers, and any kids who would like to make friends.

After School at BPL 
Thursdays . 3:30 – 5:30pm . March 12; April 9 & 23; May 14
Children’s Program Rooms 1 & 2
Join us for after-school fun! Various activities will be offered depending on the date:
 . March 12 - Bingo 
 . April 9 - Recycled Art: Create a project using CDs and toilet paper tubes
 . April 23 - Games: Join us for fun floor games.
 . May 14 - Bingo

Lego Construction 
Saturdays . 9:30 – 11:30am . March 14 & April 11
Children’s Program Rooms 1 & 2	
Join us at the library for Lego Construction! The challenge is to build whatever 
you want and have your picture taken with your creation!
This program is suitable for children ages 3 – 11 years and their caregivers. 
There is no need to register. Lego bricks, base plates, and example sheets will 
be provided. Please leave your blocks/bricks at home.

Fun & Games: Family Game Day  
Sundays . 2 - 4pm . March 15 & April 19
Children’s Program Rooms 1 & 2
Join us in the Children’s Department for classic board games, card games, 
and puzzles. Game masters from Red Raccoon Games will join us on site to 
demonstrate how to play a variety of hand-picked games, all appropriate for 
your family gaming experience

Singing, Swinging Story Time 
Mondays . 6pm . March 16, April 20, May 18
Children’s Program Rooms 1 & 2	
Join us for an evening of stories, laughs, fingerplays, and songs accompanied 
by guitar! This story time is for people of all ages.  

Lapsit Story Time
Tuesdays . 10am & 6pm . March 3, 10, 17, 31 & April 7, 14, 21, 28
Children’s Program Rooms 1 & 2
Join us at Lapsit Story Time for stories, music, movement, art, and play 
intended to help develop and enhance early literacy skills and your baby’s 
development. This program is intended for children ages 0 – 18 months and 
their caregivers, but all are welcome to attend.

Preschool Story Time 
Wednesdays . 10am . March 4, 11, 18 &
April 1, 8, 15, 22 . Children’s Program Room 2
Help your child build independent listening skills 
while learning and having fun! This story 
time — recommended for children age 
3-5 years — will feature longer stories, flannel 
boards, music, puppets, and activities which 
will help get your pre-readers ready for school. 

Tales for Tails*	
Wednesdays . 6pm . March 4, 11, 18 & April 1, 8, 15, 22
Children’s Department
This program pairs trained and certified therapy dogs with children in Grades 
K – 5 who want to practice reading aloud. During each session, there will be 4 
time slots available for kids to meet and read to a pup in the Children’s Department.
Registration is required and opens two weeks before the date of each session at 
bit.ly/talesfortails. Ms. Alex will personally email those who register to assign 
them a time slot and introduce them to the dog they’ll be meeting! 

Toddler Story Time 
Thursdays . 10am . March 5, 12, 19 & April 2, 9, 16, 23
Children’s Program Rooms 1 & 2
Toddlers are always on the go! Come to story time to encourage their emerging 
skills with books, rhymes, music, and movement activities. This program is 
intended for children ages 18 – 36 months and their caregivers, but all are 
welcome to attend. 

D&D for Kids* 
Thursdays . 6pm . March 5 & 19; April 2 & 16; May 7 & 21
Mondays . 4pm . March 9, April 6, May 11
Children’s Program Room 2
This Dungeons & Dragons experience 
for kids in Grades 3 – 5 will include a 
simplified adventure with 
pre-generated characters. 
To accommodate more kids, each 
child is limited to signing up for 
ONE session per month. 
Registration is required and can be completed at bit.ly/ddforkids. 
 - Registration for the March sessions will open at 9am on February 19. 
 - Registration for the April sessions will open at 9am on March 19. 
 - Registration for the May sessions will open at 9am on April 23.
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Cardboard Arcade
Wednesday, March 25 . 11am – 1pm
Children’s Program Rooms 1 & 2
Calling all school-aged creative engineers! You are invited to build your very 
own arcade game using cardboard and other recycled materials. We’ll provide 
the supplies and some assistance, but most kids will also need help from their 
grown-up. 

Spring Printmaking*
Thursday, March 26 . 10am . Children’s Program Room 1
Explore the joy of printmaking in this one-hour, hands-on class with the Illinois 
Art Station! Participants will experiment with 2 – 3 simple printmaking 
techniques, including foam sticker printing, dot-a-dot prints, and oil pastel 
prints. This playful session encourages creativity, exploration, and 
spring-inspired designs — no prior experience needed.
Beginning March 12, registration can be completed online at 
bit.ly/printmaking0326. Registration is limited to 20 kids (ages 5 – 11).

Tummy Time Play
Thursday, March 26 . 2 – 3pm . Children’s Program Rooms 1 & 2
Join us for this relaxed, interactive program designed to encourage fine motor 
skills, gross motor skills, and socialization skills through play for our youngest 
library patrons! There will be bubbles, music, toys, and information 
highlighting the importance of early developmental skills. 
This drop-in program is intended for children ages 0 – 18 months and their 
caregivers, but all are welcome to attend. No registration required.

Super-Pooping Worm Spectacular
Friday, March 27 . 10am . Library Patio
Join the Ecology Action Center to learn about worms, and more importantly, 
worm poop! During this program, attendees will get to hear everything 
about worms’ role on our planet through Polly Owen’s picture book Darwin’s 
Super-Pooping Worm Spectacular. Once we have learned all there is to know 
about worms and their poop, students will get to see these worms at 
           work, learn about how they differ from humans, and maybe even 
                feel them squirm on their hands. 
                 This program is intended for children 5 – 11 years old who are 
                accompanied by their caregivers.

America 250 Art Exhibition 
Workshop for Kids
Monday, March 2 . 3 – 5pm . Children’s Program Rooms 1 & 2
Make art and make history - America is turning 250! The McLean County 
Museum of History, McLean County Arts Center, and other partners invite 
artists of all ages, backgrounds, and experience levels to participate in A More 
Perfect Union - A Community Exhibition Commemorating America 250. 
In this drop-in workshop, young artists in Grades 3 – 5 will engage in the 
process of creating a more perfect union through the process of creating 
original artworks that explore and express big ideas about our shared and 
individual histories as Americans.

Celebrate Mo Willems!
March 16 – March 22 . Children’s Department
During all the library’s open hours, celebrate the author 
Mo Willems with activities in the Children’s Department!
Come to the Children’s Desk during the celebration to 
receive free tickets to the upcoming live show of Don’t Let 
the Pigeon Drive the Bus at the Bloomington Center for the 
Performing Arts. The show will take place at 10am on 
Friday, April 3. There is a limit of 6 free tickets per person while supplies last.

Spring Break Book Carnival
March 23 – March 27 . Children’s Department
While you’re enjoying Spring Break, join us at the library and take part in some 
book-themed games and activities. Then, create a paper chain representing 
your library visit with each link representing one activity you completed during 
your visit.

Upcycled Tote Bags
Tuesday, March 24 . 4 – 5pm . Children’s Program Rooms 1 & 2
Children in Grades 2-5 can drop-in, decorate an existing tote bag, and leave 
with their very own unique and personalized book bag! Children may bring in 
their own tote bag (preferably denim, canvas, or other cotton fabric) to upcycle, 
though the library will also provide some bags. All other supplies will be 
provided.

Family Art Night
Tuesday, March 24 . 6 – 7pm . Children’s Program Rooms 1 & 2
Join us at the library for a relaxing evening of art making and creativity with 
your family! A variety of art supplies will be available to create your family’s 
masterpiece. This 60-minute drop-in program is intended for children ages 
3 – 11 years accompanied by their caregivers and families.

RC Cars for Kids* 
Saturdays . 3pm . March 28, April 25, May 23 
Children’s Program Rooms 1 & 2
Kids will work together repurposing cardboard boxes to build obstacles and 
ramps for Remote Control cars. They’ll then take turns at the wheel 
maneuvering through their creation. Boxes and cars will be provided.
Registration is required and opens two weeks before the date of each session 
at bit.ly/bplrccars.

Super Saturday Story Time 
Saturdays . 10am . March 21, April 18, May 23 
Children’s Program Rooms 1 & 2
Get ready to dance, sing, and dive into magical stories at our all-ages story 
time! Perfect for caregivers and kids from birth to 11 years old, this event is 
packed with music, movement, and read-aloud fun. Come share in the joy and 
wonder. We can’t wait to see you! 



6 Unless an alternate email address is provided, please direct questions about Children’s Programs 
to childrensstaff@bloomingtonlibrary.org; direct questions about Teen & Adult Programs to reference@bloomingtonlibrary.org.

During our TeenZone Preview nights, current 5th graders with a birthday on or 
before 8.31.15 are invited to drop in and preview the TeenZone in person.
For a quick online preview, visit bloomingtonlibrary.org/teenzone to learn 
about the TeenZone’s gaming stations, virtual reality stations, computer 
gaming stations, laptops, and board games.
Questions about this program can be sent to reference@bloomingtonlibrary.org.

Slow Looking at 410 Sculpture Park*
Sunday, April 12 . 1pm . Sculpture Park
In observation of Slow Art Day, participants will take a close look at larger-than-
life artworks inspired by industrial materials before creating art in response to 
the work on display. 
No later than 1pm, participants are to meet at 410 Sculpture Park (410 South 
Madison Street, Bloomington) to view work created by local artist Tom Kirk and 
the crew at Power House Art. This bilingual program (offered in English and 
Spanish) will conclude at Bloomington Public Library and will require traversing 
uneven terrain and the use of stairs to access restrooms.
This program is for youth ages 5 to 15 years. An adult must accompany each 
minor participant. Beginning March 29, registration can be completed online 
at bit.ly/slowart0412.
Questions about this program can be sent to childrensstaff@bloomingtonlibrary.org.

5th Grade TeenZone Preview Nights
Tuesdays: May 5, 12, 19 . Wednesdays: May 6, 13, 20
5:30 – 8:30pm . TeenZone
Calling all graduating 5th graders! School will soon be out and starting 
May 26 — the first day of the Summer Reading Program — the library will 
consider you a teen! 

If you’d rather hop from one medium to another, or use them all at once, that’s 
fine too! And for kids who prefer product art, we can help you make your own 
sensory/fidget toys.  

Craftivism for Kids: Earth Day*
Wednesday, April 29 . 5:30pm . Children’s Program Rooms 1 & 2
A combination of crafts and activism, “craftivism” is a way to explore historical 
and modern examples of arts and crafts being used to convey a message. In 
this session, kids in Grades 2-5 will learn about environmental justice. 
Beginning April 16, registration can be completed online at 
bit.ly/earthday0429. Registration is limited to 20 kids.

Make a Mother’s Day Gift
Tuesday, May 5 . 4 – 5pm . Children’s Program Rooms 1 & 2
Children are invited to come to the Children’s Department 
where they’ll be able to make a small gift and card for 
Mother’s Day. All materials will be provided by the 
library. This drop-in program is best for kids ages 
5 – 11 years old with a caregiver (preferably not the 
person for whom they are making the gift and card).  

Sign and Sing Story Time
Wednesday, May 13 . 10am . Children’s Program Rooms 1 & 2
Join Communication Junction at Bloomington Public Library for a 30-minute 
Sign + Sing Story Time. We will be signing, singing, and reading books all 
about cookies and jammies! This story time is geared for children ages 0 – 5 
years.

Sensory Scavenger Hunt
April 1 – 30 . Children’s Department
In recognition of Autism Awareness Month, there will be a Sensory Scavenger 
Hunt set up in the Children’s Department!

Marbled Paper-Covered Journals*
Tuesday, April 21 . 4pm . Children’s Program Rooms 1 & 2
Children in Grades 3 – 5 will make a marbled paper-covered journal. Marbling 
paper is a historic art form that creates unique, decorative paper. Participants 
will learn how to marble paper and construct a blank journal which they will 
then take home to keep. All materials will be provided by the library.
Beginning April 7, registration can be completed online at 
bit.ly/journal0421. Registration is limited to 15 kids.

Instrument Playground
Saturday, April 25 . 10am – 12pm . Children’s Program Rooms 1 & 2
The Illinois Symphony Orchestra Guild of Bloomington-Normal will present 
an INSTRUMENT PLAYGROUND at Bloomington Public Library. Children ages 
5 – 11 years old are invited to sample various instruments from the brass, 
woodwind, string, and percussion families of the orchestra.  
Members of the Guild will be on hand to answer questions
and conduct instrument demonstrations.  

Sensory Art Time
Monday, April 27 . 4pm . Children’s Program Rooms 1 & 2
Join us for a fun exploration of different sensory experiences with a variety of 
art supplies! Process art can be about the immersive and engaging experience 
of playing with one or two mediums without an end product in mind. 
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Teen Spring Break Movie and Craft*
Tuesday, March 24 & Thursday, March 26 . 2 – 5:30pm
Community Room 3
Join us this week to watch Wicked on Tuesday and Wicked: For Good on 
Thursday. During each movie showing we will also create a wickedly awesome 
craft. What crafts will we create?
 . Tuesday, March 24: Green or Pink Foam Slime 
 . Thursday, March 26: Elphaba or Glinda Perler Bead characters
Beginning March 2, registration for Tuesday’s session can be completed online 
at bit.ly/wickedpart1 and registration for Thursday’s session can be completed 
online at bit.ly/wickedpart2. Be sure to register for both sessions if you plan to 
attend both days.

Mini 3D-Printed Catapults*
Monday, April 13 . 5pm . Innovation Lab
Calling all teen inventors and aspiring engineers! Join us as we learn to design, 
3D print, and build our very own miniature catapults! Along the way, you’ll 
explore the fascinating world of physics, diving into the concepts of potential 
and kinetic energy to see how they make your catapult work.
Beginning March 30, registration can be 
completed online at bit.ly/catapult0413. 
Registration is limited to 10 teens. 
Questions about this program can be sent to 
techprogramming@bloomingtonlibrary.org.

Super Smash Brothers Tournament*
Saturday, March 7 . 2pm . TeenZone
Join us in the TeenZone for a Super Smash Brothers 
Tournament! Teens who register for this program will 
face-off in a bracket-style tournament playing Super Smash 
Brothers on the Nintendo Switch. First and second place winners will each 
receive a prize.
Beginning February 21, registration can be completed online at
bit.ly/smash0307.
Questions about this program can be sent to techprogramming@bloomingtonlibrary.org.

D&D: Wagon of Chaos*
Saturday, March 14 . 12:45 – 4:45pm . Conference Room
What began as a routine escort mission has spiraled into disaster. Your 
employer has vanished without a trace, vital supplies have been stolen, and 
every clue points to a dangerous plot unfolding in the shadows. Ambushes, 
hidden lairs, and ruthless enemies stand in your way. Only your courage and 
quick thinking can uncover the truth — and decide the fate of the journey ahead.
Players will need a level 1 character sheet without equipment — created either 
physically with pen and paper, digitally using D&D Beyond, or chosen from the 
character sheets provided. Writing utensils will also be provided. No peanut 
products are allowed in this space during the program.

Beginning February 28, registration can be completed online 
at bit.ly/ddteens0314. Registration is limited to 5 teens. 
Questions about this program can be sent to techprogramming@bloomingtonlibrary.org.

Drop by the TeenZone for writing tips and tricks and to talk about the art of 
prose. Essay help and personal creative writing projects are perfect for this 
program which will focus on creative collaboration and bettering your writing 
skills. All you need is a writing project to work on (big or small), an open mind, 
and your thinking cap! Mini lessons may be available upon request.  

Teen Genre Book Club*
Saturdays . 11am . March 14, April 11, May 9 . Conference Room
The Teen Genre Book Club meets monthly to discuss a different genre of book, 
giving you more choice of what to read. Pick any book that fits the month’s 
genre. If you’d like suggestions, inquire at the Help Desk or in the TeenZone.
 . March 14: Powerful Women
 . April 11: Neurodiverse Novels
 . May 9: Manga 

Registration for each session is required and can 
be completed at bit.ly/bplteenbookclub.

Teen Craftivism*
Mondays . 6pm . March 9, April 6, May 4 . Community Room 3
During Teen Craftivism, teens will learn a new craft and the history behind it, 
focusing on both historical and modern uses of arts and crafts. 
Monthly crafts for March through May are as follows:
 . March 9: Crafts of the Feminist Movements
 . April 6: Bee Watering Stations 
 . May 4: Sustainable Food: Mini Grow Boxes
Registration is required and opens one month before the date of each session 
at bit.ly/teencraftivism.

Teen Writing Workshops
Wednesdays . 12 – 1pm . March 11 & 25; April 8 & 22; May 13 & 20
TeenZone
This writing workshop is for teens in Grades 6-12 and is perfect for 
homeschooled creative writers! 
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Dating Violence Simulation*  
Tuesday, April 7 . 6:30pm . Community Rooms 1 & 2
This interactive simulation places participants in the shoes of a teen navigating 
an abusive relationship. Through a series of choices, participants experience 
the challenges of seeking help, staying safe, and coping with peer and adult 
responses. In this program, teens gain tools to recognize unhealthy dynamics 
and make safer choices, while adults learn how to respond with understanding, 
guidance, and effective intervention.
The program concludes with a guided discussion about the impact of dating 
violence, healthy relationship strategies, and ways to support peers. 
Beginning March 23, registration can be completed online at 
bit.ly/dating0407. 
The program will be led by representatives from the YMCA of McLean County’s 
Stepping Stones program and is intended for ages 14+ (due to content).

The Practical Approach to Meditation*
Monday, March 9 . 7pm . Online via Zoom
Meditation is a very simple practice, available to all. Utilizing meditation can 
reduce stress, increase calmness and clarity, and promote happiness. Learning 
how to meditate is easy, and the benefits can come quickly. 
Join longtime meditator Zelma Pierce Chamberlain, M.Ed., who will share 
practical steps to learning how to meditate and provide an opportunity for 
participants to try it on their own. By incorporating meditation into your daily 
routine, you will see the changes! 
Registration is required and can be completed at bit.ly/meditation0309.

Stream It Like You Mean It!* 
Wednesday, March 11 . 6pm . Computer Lab & Online
If you’re a teen or an adult who wants to start streaming like a pro, plan to join 
us for an engaging, hands-on introduction to Open Broadcaster Software (OBS), 
the powerful and free tool used by streamers around the world! In this session, 
we’ll guide you through the basics of OBS, from setting up scenes and sources 
to adjusting your settings for the best quality stream.
The presentation will break down the software’s features step-by-step, making it 
easy to understand whether you’re a complete beginner or just need a 
refresher. There will be time for questions and practice at the end. 
Beginning February 25, registration can be completed online at 
bit.ly/stream0311. 
This program will be offered both in person and live on the BPL YouTube 
channel at bit.ly/blmlibyoutube. Those tuning in online do not need to 
register.
Questions about this program can be sent to techprogramming@bloomingtonlibrary.org.

The library’s sublimation printer and sublimation oven will then bring the 
projects to life! 
The program will include a demonstration of applying sublimation onto a 
tumbler cup. After the program concludes, library staff will sublimate the 
designs onto the tumblers which the teens will pick up at a later date. 
Beginning April 6, registration can be completed online 
at bit.ly/tumblers0420. Registration is limited to 15 teens. 
Questions about this program can be sent to techprogramming@bloomingtonlibrary.org.

VR Fruit Ninja Tournament*
Wednesday, May 27 . 6pm . TeenZone
Registered teens are invited to join us for an epic, action-packed competition 
in which they’ll experience the thrill of Fruit Ninja. Participants will don a VR 
headset and step into a virtual world where they’ll slice flying fruit in exciting, 
fast-paced rounds. The top scorers will move on to the final showdown where 
they’ll compete for the title of VR Fruit Ninja Champion and have a chance to 
win awesome prizes!
Beginning May 13, registration can be completed online at
bit.ly/fruitninja0527. Registration is limited to 12 teens.
Questions about this program can be sent to techprogramming@bloomingtonlibrary.org.

D&D: The Forge of Spells*
Saturday, April 18 . 12:45 – 4:45pm . Conference Room
The long-sought Forge of Spells has finally been discovered by a local mining 
company after centuries of searching by countless prospectors and adventurers 
alike. Rumored to hold unimaginable wealth and powerful magic, the Forge is 
ripe for the taking. The only catch? Your party must survive the ancient traps and 
clever puzzles left behind by its creators — and confront whatever creatures now 
call it home.
Players will need a level 3 character sheet without equipment — created either 
physically with pen and paper, digitally using D&D Beyond, or chosen from the 
character sheets provided. Writing utensils will also be provided. No peanut 
products are allowed in this space during the program.

Beginning April 4, registration can be completed online 
at bit.ly/ddteens0418. Registration is limited to 5 teens. 
Questions about this program can be sent to 
techprogramming@bloomingtonlibrary.org.

Custom Sublimated Tumblers*
Monday, April 20 . 5:30pm . Innovation Lab
Using Canva, registered teens will design a full-color sublimation print which 
will be pressed onto a tumbler cup. 
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Beginning February 21, registration can be completed online at 
bit.ly/yumz0307. Registration is limited to 15 adults.
Due to the size of some of the snacks, not everyone will have the opportunity 
to try them all. Those with food allergies are advised that we will not know the 
ingredients in every snack provided.

Sew a Sachet	
Tuesday, March 3 . 5:30 – 7:30pm . Innovation Lab
It’s SEW easy to make a lavender sachet to perfume your clothes or linens! After 
completing some basic hand sewing, attendees will go home with a 3.5-inch 
square sachet that will make their clothes smell like spring has arrived! The 
library will provide the partially assembled materials. 
This program will take place in the library’s Innovation Lab. Registration is not 
required for this drop-in program; however, supplies are limited and will be 
available on a first-come, first-served basis. 
No other sewing projects are available during this drop-in program. This event 
may end early if supplies are exhausted before 7:30pm.

International Yumz*	
Saturday, March 7 . 1:30pm . Community Room 3
Do you have an adventurous palate? Do you want to travel the world without 
leaving the library?
If you answered “yes” to these questions, plan now to join us for an afternoon of 
sampling snacks from various countries.   

Tomar decisiones importantes sobre el futuro, decisiones que podrían moldear 
las próximas décadas de tu vida, puede generar mucha presión. Ya sea que 
hayas decidido tu camino o no, únete a nosotros para aprender más sobre las 
opciones disponibles después de la escuela secundaria y las cosas que deberías 
considerar para gestionar tus finanzas a largo plazo.
Lo que aprenderás:
 . Aspectos a considerar al tomar decisiones importantes sobre la universidad, 
     la formación profesional o la incorporación al mercado laboral
 . Opciones para financiar la educación superior
 . Cómo administrar el dinero después de la graduación
Adolescentes, jóvenes adultos y padres/tutores de adolescentes y jóvenes 
adultos son bienvenidos a asistir.
A partir del lunes 30 de marzo, la inscripción se puede completar en línea en 
bit.ly/finanzasespañol. Se ofrecerá una versión en inglés de este programa a 
las 4pm el martes 14 de abril.

Under the Dome Knit In  
Saturday, May 9 . 10am – 1pm . Community Room 1
Calling ALL knitters and crocheters! Grab your needles and hooks, some yarn, a 
friend or two, and plan to craft for a bit with the popular McLean County 
Museum of History’s crafting group, Under the Dome Knit In!
Knitters and crocheters are welcome to come and create charity items or work 
on their own projects in the company of like-minded crafters.
This quarter’s featured project will be making chemo caps for Carle Cancer 
Institute of Normal and soap sacks which will be donated to local shelters.
Chemo caps can be knitted or crocheted but must be new, clean, and from a 
smoke-free environment. Caps should be made of soft yarn — cotton, acrylic, 
silk, bamboo, fleece, or a blend is best. 
Soap sacks can be knitted or crocheted but must be made of cotton yarn. The 
soap sacks will be donated to local shelters, food pantries, veterans’ clinics, 
and social service agencies. The Museum will provide the soap to include with 
the sacks.

Teen Financial Literacy:
Financial Decisions*
Tuesday, April 14 . 4pm . Community Room 1
During this Financial Literacy Month program, teens in grades 6 – 12 will learn 
about Financial Decisions from the Illinois State Credit Union. 
Making a big decision about what’s to come after high school — a decision that 
can shape the next several decades of your life — is a lot of pressure. Whether 
you have decided on a path or not, you should plan to join us to learn more 
about the options available to you and things to consider about managing your 
money long term. 
What You Will Learn:
 . Things to consider when making big decisions about 
     college, trade school, or entering the workforce
 . Options to pay for higher education
 . Managing money after graduation
Teens, young adults, and parents/guardians of teens 
and young adults are welcome to attend.
Beginning March 30, registration can be completed online at 
bit.ly/englishfinance. A Spanish version of this program will be offered at on 
Tuesday, April 21.

.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  
Educación Financiera para Adolescentes: 
Tomando Decisiones Financieras*
Martes, 21 de Abril . 4pm . Community Room 1
Durante este programa del Mes de la Educación Financiera, los adolescentes 
de los grados 6 a 12 aprenderán sobre decisiones financieras con la ayuda de la 
Cooperativa de Unión de Créditos del Estado de Illinois. 
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Disability Insurance Workshop*	
Saturday, April 11 . 1pm . Community Room 3
At this free workshop presented by Chestnut Health Systems, participants will 
learn how to navigate the application processes for Supplemental Security 
Income (SSI) and Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI). Attendees will 
learn the differences between these two programs, what qualifies as a disability, 
and learn tips that may increase the likelihood of application approval.
A free disability starter kit will be provided to each attendee. This program is 
intended for adults who are interested in applying for SSI/SSDI for themselves 
or an adult family member. 
Registration is required and can be completed online at 
bit.ly/disabilityins0411.

Estate Planning & Wills*	
Tuesday, April 14 . 1:30pm . Community Rooms 2 & 3
This educational class explains how wills, trusts, and powers of 
attorney function, and the role they can play in helping protect 
your wishes and your loved ones. The session will also highlight 
five important concepts that often impact financial life in 
retirement, with an overview of common risks and general strategies 
to consider when planning. No specific products or services will be discussed. 
Our presenters will be Tyler Wrezinski and Kerri Elson of the Institute for 
Financial Education.
Registration is required and can be completed online at bit.ly/estate0414.

Cristina Henríquez: Voice, Culture, 
and Human Connection*	
Thursday, April 16 . 7pm . Online via Zoom
Join critically acclaimed, bestselling author, Cristina Henríquez, for a 
compelling conversation about her work. Henríquez’s newest book, The Great 
Divide, is a moving exploration of the people who lived, loved, and labored 
during the construction of the Panama Canal. Named a New York Times’ Editors’ 
Choice selection and TIME Magazine “100 Must-Read Books of 2024,” The Great 
Divide explores history and adversity in a place that’s special to her – her father’s 
homeland of Panama.
Carmen Álvarez will join Henríquez as moderator. Her work has appeared in 
Glamour, Elle, and Vogue.
Registration is required and can be completed online at 
bit.ly/ILPCristinaHenríquez. Registration will close at 5pm on April 16. Late 
registrations will be processed after the live event and will be allowed access to 
the event recording. 
This event is made possible by Illinois Libraries Present (ILP), a statewide collaboration 
among public libraries offering premier events. ILP is funded in part by a grant awarded 
by the Illinois State Library, a department of the Office of Secretary of State, using funds 
provided by the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services, under the provisions of 
the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA).

Adult Craftivism*	
Tuesday, April 28 . 6pm . Community Room 3
Join us for a belated celebration of Earth Day as we sort seeds for the 
Bookmobile’s new seed library, “Seeds on Wheels.” Participants will also take 
home some seeds for their own gardens. This program is a fun and meaningful, 
yet simple, way to give back to the community.
Beginning April 14, registration can be completed online at
bit.ly/adultcraft0428. Registration is limited to 10 adults.

Grown-Up Story Time	
Friday, March 13 . 7:30pm . McLean County Arts Center
Bloomington Public Library, Next to Normal, and Normal Public Library are 
joining forces to bring children’s stories to adults! While we may be forced to 
grow up, we’re not forced to grow out of our love for picture books. Join us at 
the McLean County Arts Center (601 N. East St., Bloomington) for some of our 
favorites. Doors open at 7pm. Light refreshments will be provided.
Questions about this program can be sent to childrensstaff@bloomingtonlibrary.org.

Beyond the Page with Percival Everett*	
Thursday, March 19 . 7pm . Online via Zoom
Percival Everett’s most recent novel, James, earned both the Pulitzer Prize for 
fiction and the National Book Award, and his 2001 novel Erasure inspired the 
film American Fiction, which received the Academy Award for Best Adapted 
Screenplay in 2024. Everett’s other titles include Dr. No, The Trees, So Much 
Blue, and I Am Not Sidney Poitier. 
Tune in for our conversation with Everett to get a glimpse beyond the page. 
Brandis Friedman, a writer and anchor for WTTW’s Chicago Tonight and Chicago 
Tonight: Black Voices, will moderate the event.
Registration is required and can be completed online at 
bit.ly/ILPPercivalEverett. Registration will close at 5pm on March 19. Late 
registrations will be processed after the live event and will be allowed access to 
the event recording. 
This event is made possible by Illinois Libraries Present (ILP), a statewide collaboration 
among public libraries offering premier events. ILP is funded in part by a grant awarded 
by the Illinois State Library, a department of the Office of Secretary of State, using funds 
provided by the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services, under the provisions of 
the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA).

National Quilt Day Quilt-In*	
Saturday, March 21 . 9am – 4pm . Community Room 3
Celebrate National Quilt Month with a one-day quilting retreat! Build 
community with your fellow quilters, be inspired by your fellow creatives, and 
enjoy some uninterrupted sewing time free from distractions. 
Bring your own sewing machine, quilting project, necessary tools, and a brown 
bag lunch. An ironing station and a cutting station will be available for your use. 
No other equipment will be provided. 
Registration is required and can be completed online at bit.ly/quilt0321.

Watercolor Cherry Blossoms Painting*	
Sunday, March 22 . 2pm . Community Room 3
In this class, attendees will paint a spring-themed cherry blossoms painting 
using watercolor paints. No prior experience with watercolor is needed. All 
materials will be provided.  
Beginning March 9, registration can be completed online at 
bit.ly/watercolor0322. Registration is limited to 15 adults.

Colon Cancer Awareness	
Monday, March 30 . 6pm . Community Room 3
The second leading cause of cancer-related deaths today is colon 
cancer, and March is Colon Cancer Awareness Month. Join this presentation to 
learn more about the current statistics, signs, and symptoms of colon cancer. 
Attendees will also learn which organizations in our community offer support and 
resources for colon cancer patients. A Q & A session will follow the presentation.
Our presenter will be Nina Gorden, a representative of the Colon Cancer 
Alliance and a colon cancer survivor. 
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True Colors Book Club*
Thursday, March 12 . 6:30pm . Unitarian Universalist Church
The True Colors Book Club — hosted by Bloomington Library, PFLAG 
Bloomington-Normal, and Prairie Pride Coalition — meets quarterly to discuss 
books with themes relevant to the LGBTQ+ community. 
Meetings are held in person at the Unitarian Church (1613 East Emerson 
Street). The March 12 meeting will discuss  Washington’s Gay General: The 
Legends and Loves of Baron von Steuben by Josh Trujilo.
Learn more or register online at bit.ly/bplbookclubs.

Language Conversation Group  
Mondays . 5:30pm . March 16, April 20, May 18
Community Room 3
Are you looking to practice your language skills in a friendly and relaxed 
setting? Come join our Language Conversation Group! Whether you’re learning 
a new language or want to keep your skills sharp, this group offers a supportive 
space to speak, listen, and connect with others.  
This program is offered in partnership with STAR Adult Literacy. Guaranteed 
languages are English, Spanish, and Swahili. All other languages are subject to 
	                attendance. 
		                  Each session focuses on casual conversation, 
		                  cultural exchange, and improving fluency
		                    through real-life dialogue. All language levels 
			   are welcome. Registration is not required.  

Midweek Movie
Wednesdays . 1 – 3:30pm 
March 4, April 1, May 6 . Community Room 3
 . March 4 - Polite Society
 . April 1 - Dreamgirls
 . May 6 - Crazy Rich Asians

Enjoy a relaxing afternoon at the library while watching a film on our big screen. 
It’s a great way to unwind and enjoy a variety of movies in a comfortable setting. 
Snacks and drinks will be provided. Best of all, there’s no registration required — 
just come in and enjoy the show! 
The April showing of Dreamgirls complements the library’s Bloomington 
Reads programming series and its spotlight title The Supremes at Earl’s 
All-You-Can-Eat. Learn more about Bloomington Reads on pages 14 – 15.

Books On Tap Book Club*
Thursdays . 6pm . March 5, April 2, May 7 . Lil Beaver Brewery
 . March 5 - Custodians of Wonder: Ancient Customs, Profound Traditions,
	        and the Last People Keeping Them Alive  by Eliot Stein
 . April 2 - Some Desperate Glory by Emily Tesh
 . May 7 - Shielded: How the Police Became Untouchable 

by Joanna Schwartz
Learn more or register online at bit.ly/bplbookclubs.

Mystery Book Club*
Tuesdays . 7pm . March 10, April 14, May 12
Conference Room & Online
 . March 10 - All the Sinners Bleed by S.A. Cosby
 . April 14 - Listen for the Lie by Amy Tintera
 . May 12 - Arsenic and Adobo  by Mia Manansala
Registration is only required for online participants and 
can be completed online at bit.ly/bplbookclubs.

Babel On with R.F. Kuang*
Tuesday, May 19 . 7pm . Online via Zoom
R.F. Kuang’s genre-bending fiction broaches ordinarily serious topics from a 
satirical and fantastical perspective. Academic yet approachable, Kuang’s work 
combines history, magic, and classical literary tradition to render powerful 
critiques of academia, the publishing industry, and even contemporary popular 
culture. Her most recent novel, Katabasis, follows two graduate students as they 
descend into hell after the death of their professor.
Kelly Jensen, a writer who has compiled such anthologies as Here We Are: 
Feminism for the Real World and (Don’t) Call Me Crazy, will be joining Kuang in 
conversation.
Registration is required and can be completed online at bit.ly/ILPKuang. 
Registration will close at 5pm on May 19. Late registrations will be processed 
after the live event and will be allowed access to the event recording. 
This event is made possible by Illinois Libraries Present (ILP), a statewide collaboration 
among public libraries offering premier events. ILP is funded in part by a grant awarded 
by the Illinois State Library, a department of the Office of Secretary of State, using funds 
provided by the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services, under the provisions of 
the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA).

Introduction to 3D Printing*	
Monday, May 11 . 6pm . Computer Lab
As 3D printers become more prevalent and mainstream, many people are 
learning how to use them. Some crucial steps to the 3D-printing process 
include learning how to create 3D models, sourcing quality 3D-print files, 
and preparing files for printing. In this program, adults will be introduced to 
Tinkercad, an entry-level 3D-modeling software which can be used to create 
custom designs. The basics of the software will be covered, and patrons will be 
led through a custom project that will be 3D printed for them to be picked up at 
a later date. 
At the end of the program, patrons will be taken into the library’s Innovation 
Lab to view a printing demonstration. 
Beginning April 27, registration can be completed online at bit.ly/3Dadults. 
Registration is limited to 12 adults.



12 Please direct questions about Book Clubs & Monthly Programs to 
reference@bloomingtonlibrary.org unless an alternate email address is provided.

Fiction Book Club*
Tuesdays . 7pm . March 17, April 21, May 19
Conference Room & Online
The Fiction Book Club meets at 7pm on the third Tuesday of each month from 
January to November in the Conference Room at the Library & online via Zoom.
 . March 17 - In the Unlikely Event by Judy Blume
 . April 21 - Ministry of Time  by Kaliane Bradley
 . May 19 - The Verifiers by Jane Pek
Registration is only required for online participants and can be 
completed online at bit.ly/bplbookclubs.

Book Brunch Club*
Thursdays . 10am . March 26, April 23, May 28
Conference Room & Online
Start your day right with Book Brunch Club, a cozy book club where you bring 
your coffee and snacks, we provide the books, and together we dive into lively 
discussions! Participants have the option to meet either in-person at 
Bloomington Public Library or online via Zoom.
 . March 26 - Scorched Grace by Margot Douaihy
 . April 23 - God Country  by Donny Cates
 . May 28 - The Apology by Jimin Han
Registration is required and can be completed online at bit.ly/bplbookclubs.

Let’s Dish! A Cookbook Club*
Monday, April 13 . 6:30pm . Community Room 3
Participants are asked to prepare and share a dish from the month’s chosen 
theme. Those who bring a dish can sample dishes brought by others as food 
and cooking are discussed. 
The theme for the April 13 meeting is Breakfast for Dinner.
Learn more or register online at bit.ly/bplbookclubs.

Lock Your Doors: A True Crime Book Club*
Monday, April 27 . 7pm . Conference Room & Online
Lock Your Doors: A True Crime Book Club meets quarterly and is for all fans of 
true crime – whether you’re a devotee or you just discovered the genre.
The April 27 meeting will discuss When the Night Comes Falling: A Requiem for 
the Idaho Student Murders by Howard Blum.
Registration is only required for online participants and can be 
completed online at bit.ly/bplbookclubs.

History Reads Book Club*
Tuesday, May 5 . 7pm . Conference Room & Online
In partnership with the McLean County Museum of History, the History Reads 
Book Club meets quarterly and focuses on books about Illinois history.
The May 5 meeting will discuss The Jungle by Upton Sinclair.
Registration is only required for online participants and can be completed 
online at bit.ly/bplbookclubs.
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ADDRESS:
205 E. Olive Street
Bloomington, IL 61701

WEBSITE:
BloomingtonLibrary.org

PHONE:
309.828.6091

HOURS:
Monday- Thursday: 
9am - 9pm
Friday - Saturday: 
9am - 5pm
Sunday: 
1 - 5pm

LIBRARY CLOSURES:
Sunday, April 5: 
Closed All Day
Thursday, May 14: 
Opening at 12pm
Sunday May 24 & 
Monday, May 25:
Closed All Day

Bloomington Public Library is ADA compliant 
and strives to serve all patrons of varying 
abilities and needs. Patrons in need of special 
accommodations should call 309.828.6091 or 
email reference@bloomingtonlibrary.org.


